GCSE Computing Homework
Introduction to hardware and software

The following sites may prove useful when answering these questions Bitesize, Teacher99, How stuff works, Teachict.  Questions should be answered in full and complete sentences 

1) A computer system is made up of hardware and software.  What is meant by

· Hardware 

· Software

Give 3 examples of software applications and hardware applications 

2) Give 5 examples of the following types of devices and explain their use 

· An input Device 

· An output device 

· A storage device 

3) What is the function of the following components 

· Processor

· Main Memory

· Secondary storage 

4) 1) Using the words in the list below, copy out and complete sentences A to H underlining the words you have inserted.  The words mat be used once, more than once or not all 
Character, 
One
byte 
kilobytes
memory

megabytes
floppy CDROMS 
magnetic tape
RAM 
ROM
hard 

a) 
A bit is the smallest unit of storage and may be 0 or 



b) 
A group of 8 bits is called a 

c) 
One byte is used to store one 

d) 
Storage is usually measured in 

or the larger unit 



e) 
Data and program instructions currently being dealt with are held in 

f)
There are two types of storage, one retains data when the power is turned off and is called 

; the other looses data when the power is turned off and is called 


g) 
The commonest backing store media are 

disks and hard discs.

h) 
Optical disks called 
are used in Multimedia systems and can store around 600 megabytes of data 


i) 
Because 

discs store so much information, taking back up copies using floppy disks takes too long and uses too many disks so data is best transferred to 



5) The words RAM and ROM are often used when computer memory is discussed.

What do the abbreviations RAM and ROM stand for? 

What are the main differences between RAM and ROM 

Backing storage is storage outside the central processing unit.  Why is backing storage needed? 

6) Explain what each of the following is and at least 3 functions that each performs  

Central Processing Unit 

ALU 

Intermediate Access Store 

This appeared as a past examination question 
