GCSE Computing 
Introduction to Computer Hardware
Research Task
1) Mr Travi owns and runs a holiday company called the Norfolk Hero INC that rents offers specialist holidays to exotic places around the world. Mr Travi is thinking of buying a computer system for the company and wishes you to advise him on the purchase of the machine.  He has a budget of just £1,000.
The company needs a computer to perform the following tasks 

· Design an build a website for the company 

· Design a colour leaflet showing trips to Timbuktu and Mongolia as possible places of interest 

· Produce an interactive multimedia presentation so that customers 

· Make a video showing the places the exotic locations that the company goes to.

Use the Internet to find out the specifications of at least 3 different types of computer.  You may need to use websites of leading computer manufacturers   In particular Mr Travi is interested in 

· What type of computer he can have within the budget mentioned above 

· What speed the processor will be and why this is important.  What make of processor is being used 

· What resolution monitor comes with the computer 

· What the hard drive space is and the RAM available on the machine 

· What peripherals (hardware and software) that comes with the machine. (Digital camera, scanner etc) 

· What after sales service is available 

· What guarantee will the company you can offer 

· What printer would you recommend and why

· What storage devices are available with the machine 

· What software comes with the package and how much extra does an up-grade to office cost?

· What other hardware would you recommend? 

2) Using the word processor write a short report to Mr Travi explaining to him which computer is best for the purpose.  Include a picture and make sure that you answer the parts mentioned above.  

3) Mr Travi has a real gift for building computers.  He is thinking of launching the Norfolk Hero Computer Company and basing it in the town of Swaffham.  Find out the latest prices for the components necessary to build a computer make a list such as motherboard, memory, processor, cable, what are there current prices? What hardware can you find?  

